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"Exciting Times" in the Study of Coastal Ecosystems 
by Jeffrey Mitchell 
"I like the oceans," says marine 
chemist Robert Chen of UMass 
Boston's Environmental, Coastal, 
and Ocean Sciences (ECOS) De-
partment. It's clear that he also 
likes the young science of ocean-
ography, through which he pur-
sues a lively concern for "the 
health of ecosystems and the 
health of people." 
Coastal ecosystems are espe-
cially vulnerable to human influ-
ence, and contaminants in them 
are especially likely to threaten 
human health in turn. But until 
recently, scientific knowledge has 
been limited by the difficulty of 
testing and measurement in these 
constantly changing environ-
ments. That's no longer the case, 
thanks to new technology. A 
prime example is the ECOShuttle, 
which rests in a lab down the hall 
from Chen's office-when it isn't 
"flying" under water at depths of 
three to fifty meters, towed by a re-
search vessel and controlled from 
above by means of an adjustable 
fin. 
The ECOShuttie has already 
explored coastal areas well beyond 
Boston Harbor, among them 
Chesapeake Bay, San Francisco 
Bay, and the Mississippi River 
plume in the Gulf of Mexico. Iu-
truments in it can measure such 
variables as temperature, salinity, 
depth, fluorescent dissolved or-
ganic matter, hydrocarbon concen-
trations, and dissolved oxygen. 
Through a tube in the tow cable, 
water can be pumped up to a ship-
board lab for additional testing on 
the spot or for later analysis. The 
continued on page 7 
Robert Chen (right) and graduate student Ray Siegener on the research boat they use to study seawater caffeine 
levels. (photo 1'epublished with permission of Globe M:wspape1' Company, Inc) 
fVbo~ fVbo Features Twelve UMass Boston Students 
2001 UMass Boston Who's Who Students. Front row: Steven Solly, 
Philip Mugo, Mary Spooner. Back Row: Gregory Cloutier, Collis Brown. 
Not pictured: Lisa Brabo, Judith Diaz, Lauren Ellis, Cynthia Drew Etler, 
Jessica Liborio, Laurie Ross, Margaret Wiley. (photo by Harry Brett) 
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by Anne-Marie Kent 
One is the single mother of two 
adopted children. Another has fif-
teen years of experience in public 
management and policy. Yet 
another raised $70,000 for social 
justice causes. They are award-
winners, recipients of the 
Chancellor's Scholarship, 
Ventresca Scholarship, and other 
honors. All have maintained high 
grade point averages while per-
forming considerable community 
service activities. 
Who are they? They are a 
group of twelve UMass Boston 
students who were nominated for 
recognition in the 2001 edition of 
Who's Who among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges, 
an annual directory published 
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since 1934. Campus nominating 
committees and editors of the an-
nual directory have based the in-
clusion of these student on their 
academic achievement, service to 
the community, leadership in extra-
curricular activities, and potential 
for continued success. 
UMass Boston students to be 
recognized in tl1e upcoming vol-
ume are: Lisa Brabo, Collis Brown, 
Gregory Cloutier, Judith Diaz, 
Lauren Ellis, Cynthia Drew Etler, 
Jessica Liborio , Philip Mugo, 
Laurie Ross, Steven Solly, Mary 
Spooner, and Margaret Wiley. 
They join an elite group of students 
from more than 2,300 institutions 
of higher learning. 
"Who's Who among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges 
has been recognizing outstanding 
students for many years," said Di-
rector of Student Life Joyce Mor-
gan. "All of our candidates were 
nominated by faculty or staff 
members who had noticed the 
students' work and dedication. 
The recognition concentrates not 
only on academic success, but on 
leadership and community partici-
pation, attributes which we know 
our students possess in great quan-
tity." 
The students named in Who's 
Who among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges had a lot 
to say about the va lue of this rec-
ognition. "You do a lot of work 
and no one ever seems to take no-
continued on page 7 
Candidates for Chancellor 
to Visit UMass Boston 
Faculty, staff, and students are invited to meet 
James Wyche, Brown University, on February 27, and 
Jo Ann Gora, Old Dominion University, on March 15, 
4:00-5:00 p.m. in the Chancellor's Conference Room. 
Vice President of Dominican Republic Signs Educational 
Agreement with UMass Boston 
by Leigh DuPuy 
On February 15, the vice presi-
dent of the Dominican Republic, 
Milagros Ortiz Bosch, visited 
UMass Boston to discuss her ex-
periences as a female political 
leader and to participate in signing 
an agreement between the univer-
sity and the Universidad 
Autonamia de Santo Domenigo. 
The educational agreement estab-
lishes a collaboration between the 
universities, which will include ini-
tiatives to create special, exchange 
programs; technical cooperation in 
the fields of infonnation technol-
ogy and distance learning; and shar-
ing research in the social, scientific, 
and pedagogical areas. 
Ortiz Bosch spoke of the part-
nership with great anticipation dur-
ing the ceremony held in the 
Chancellor's conference room that 
afternoon. Lucia David, of the 
Graduate College of Education, 
was on hand to translate Ortiz 
Bosch's Spanish into English for 
the group of over 60 people from 
the university and Latino commu-
nity who witnessed the signing. 
"By crystallizing a colla bora tion 
with UMass Boston," Ortiz Bosch 
said, "We are looking at a new 
chapter. Speaking from a small 
country in the Caribbean, I ask you 
to give us your hand and we will 
walk together." Later she noted 
that, "democracy is education and 
it breaks the last barriers. Educa-
tion and technology are important 
for globalization." 
The seeds of the partnership 
first began during a visit by Pro-
vost Charles Cnudde-and Dean Is-
rael Ramirez-Sota to the Domini-
can Republic during the inaugura-
tion of President Ramirez Hipolito 
Mejia and Ortiz Bosch in May 
2000. 
For Ortiz Bosch, education al-
ways has been a priority. Follow-
i.ng the inauguration, she was ap-
pointed as the minister of educa-
Vice President Ortiz Bosch and Chancellor MacKenzie finalize educational agreement. (photo 
by Harry Brett) 
tion for her country in August 2000. 
From a background which includes 
years as an accomplished lawyer, 
writer, and leader on the Senate 
floor in the Dominican Republic, 
she has written and sponsored leg-
islation to support education, health, 
and women's issues and initiatives. 
Ortiz Bosch shared these expe-
riences as a political leader in a 
speech for UMass Boston's 
McCormack Institute's Center for 
Women in Politics earlier that 
monung. After the ceremony in 
the Chancellor's conference room, 
she concluded her visit with a speak-
ing engagement at the office of 
President Bulger. 
Trustees Review Intercampus Collaborations and UMass Online 
by Anne-Marie Kent 
At the February 7 University 
of Massachusetts Board of Trust-
ees meeting held at UMass Bos-
ton, two presentations signaled 
major system-wide developments 
bringing together resources from 
all five campuses in the university 
system. The trustees learned that 
1S intercampus collaborations are 
linking resources, reducing cost, 
and expanding services to stu-
dents, better use of more sophis-
ticated technology is simulta-
neously expanding the number of 
students the system can serve. 
First, University ofMassachu-
setts Vice President Selma 
Botman led a presentation on sys-
tem-wide academic initiatives, fo-
cusing on the Interca mpus 
Graduate School of Marine Sci-
ences and Technology, the Com-
monwealth Infonnation Technol-
ogy Initiative, the Digital Library 
and other collaborative efforts of 
UMass librarians, and system-
wide student recruitment activi-
ties. According to Botman, these 
projects were chosen from a nwn-
ber of successful intercampus col-
laborations. 
UMass Boston 's Jack H . Ar-
cher, associate dean of graduate 
studies, reflected on his experience 
as associate dean of the intercam-
pus Graduate School of Marine 
Sciences and Technology, with co-
presenter Brian J. Rothschild , 
dean of the Intercampus Gradu-
ate School of Marine Sciences and 
Technology and director of the 
School of Marine Science and 
Technology at the UMass 
Dartmouth. 
Other panelists were: Ben 
Franckowiak, director of libraries 
and information resources, UMass 
Lowell; James Kurose, professor 
and chair of the Department of 
Computer Science at the UMass 
Amherst, co-director of the Com-
puter Network Research Labora-
tory and cofounder of the Com-
monwealth IT Initiative (CIT!); 
and Steven Briggs, director of ad-
missions at UMass Dartmouth. 
UMass President William M. 
Bulger applauded all intercampus 
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efforts, saying that they reinforce 
the legislative intent of 1991 which 
created the University of Massa-
chusetts system. Bulger said that 
the combined strengths of the in-
dividual campuses can fully serve 
"the economic, academic, and so-
cial needs of the Commonwealth." 
He added, "The University of 
Massachusetts is more efficient and 
effective than ever before." 
Board President Grace Fey, at 
whose request the panel presenta-
tion was made, called ideal those 
arrangements that are "collabora-
tive, centered on students, respect-
ful of faculty, and representative of 
administrative cooperation." She 
noted that, while some activities 
are not prime for collaboration, 
others "lend themselves ideally to 
a system-wide approach." 
As the system is encouraging 
intercampus cooperation, it is also 
extending that cooperation online. 
Unveiled at the Board meeting 
Tuesday was UMass Online the 
w"liversity's new global gateway to 
its online courses. The first stu-
Staff W;·itm: 
Kim Burke 
Anne-Marie Kent 
Jeffrey Mitchell 
Contributing W;·iterr: 
Carol Hardy-Fanta 
Teresa Jardon 
Erika McCarthy 
dent to click on UMass Online.net 
was UMass Boston's student 
trustee, Sandra Karahalis. The 
unveiling drew radio, television, 
and print coverage. 
UMass Online will serve more 
students than any other web-based 
distance learning organization in 
New England. Over 6,000 stu-
dents, who have enrolled in dis-
tance learning courses, primarily 
on the U niversi ty 's Amherst, 
Dartmouth and Lowell campuses, 
are now UMass Online students. 
More are expected to apply as the 
option is marketed. Many see the 
development as ideal for a public 
university, many of whose students 
have demanding work schedules 
and would welcome the added 
flexibility of online learning. 
"UMass Online is the ideal 
blend of tradition, excellence, ac-
cess, and umovation in higher edu-
cation," University of Massachu-
setts President Bulger said. "We 
are very strongly positioned at the 
start to deliver high-quality edu-
cational opporrwuties to students 
The UnivC1-sity ReportC1· is published 
monthly except in June, July, and 
August by the Office of University 
Communications. It is free to all UM-ass 
Boston faculty, staff, and snJdents. 
Send your news items to: 
The Univmity RejJlJlter at the mailing 
or e-mail address to the left. 
who are serious about learning. 
With UMass Onllne, everybody 
with access to the Internet - in 
their home, workplace, school, or 
public library - can have a virtual 
front row seat Ul a university class-
room." Jack Wilson, a national 
distance learning innovator who 
came to the University of Massa-
chusetts from Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute, was named 
UMass Online CEO. 
Amid the news of develop-
ments in intercampus collabora-
tion and online expansion, the 
trustees agreed to keep at least one 
constant: the cost of attending the 
University of Massachusetts. 
Once again, the Board agreed to 
freeze tuition and instate fees at all 
five campuses. 
UMASS® 
BOSTON 
Working Together: Combined Staff Breakfast Celebrates Unity 
pus center, MacKenzie said that 
the detailed plans and drawings 
were completed last fa ll along with 
alI the necessary permits. The 
projectwentout to bid in ovem-
ber; bids were received in the first 
week ofJanuary. The cost estimate 
of $52 million for the project was 
off by 25 percent. MacKenzie re-
ported that Michael Luck, vice 
chancelIor for institutional ad-
vancement, has already begun de-
veloping naming opportunities for 
donors who may want to be asso-
ciated with this prominent new 
building. MacKenzie said that the 
center may someday "become a 
gateway to the Harbor Islands Na-
tional Park, a noteworthy addition 
to the Boston landscape." 
campus more efficient, to provide 
better service, and save time and 
money." 
Of his interim appointment as 
chancellor, MacKenzie said, " I can 
tell you, it's not an easy job, but I 
think it's a great honor and very 
rewarding. This is an institution 
that accomplishes wonderful 
things in terms of research, teach-
ing, and in the community." 
MacKenzie added that the search 
committee for a permanent chan-
celIor had selected four out-of-
state fll1a lists for the position of 
Chancellor. President Bulger and 
the Board of Trustees are expected 
to select one of them for the per-
manent chancellorship. 
Martha Kelly, Administration and Finance, and Victoria Lapidoh, Academic Affairs, seated on the left, were 
among the many classified and professional staff who enjoyed the staff breakfast. (photo by Harry Brett) MacKenzie also announced progress in the area of administra-
tive computing: new student ad-
mission systems will be coming on 
Line this summer; the new payroll 
system will be in effect in spring 
2002; and the new financial sys-
tem will be in place by the sum-
mer of 2002. Advances in admin-
istrative computing, according to 
MacKenzie, "will revo lutionize 
how we do business on campus" 
and "allow us to generate reports 
and summaries that were impos-
sible in the old system." He added, 
"These developments are related 
to another goal of mine, and that 
is to use technology to make the 
MacKenzie ended by asking 
staff for their advice on how to 
make the campus run more effi-
ciently, mainly because the pas-
sage of Question 4 means level 
budget allocations fo r UMass Bos-
ton. In the foreseeable future, the 
campus must operate with limited 
funds. 
by Anne Marie Kent 
Held on a sunny Valentine's 
Day in the Ryan Lounge, with its 
spectacular view of Dorchester Bay, 
this spring's staff breakfast marked 
the first combined classified and 
profess iona l staff breakfast at 
UMass Boston. Jokingly dubbed 
"the Spring 2001 Love-In" by In-
terim Chancellor MacKenzie, the 
event proved to be a great success. 
J oanie Donahue of the CAS 
Dean 's Office said , "It's the biggest 
turnout I've seen, it's very upbeat. 
It's good to see everyone together." 
Unity was the theme of the day. 
Interim Chancellor MacKenzie an-
nounced his primary goal of bring-
ing the campus together, not just 
at special events like this but in the 
work of the university, healing di-
visio ns and rallyin g eve ryone 
around the primary work of the in-
sti tution : shaping students' lives. 
Recalling the recent success of the 
presidentia l debate, MacKenzie 
said, "The debate was one event, 
but in reality, every day we have 
shared work that is crucial to our 
campus mission." 
Next Forum for 21 st Century Focuses 
on City Planning 
by Kim Burke 
UMass Boston has begun 
planning for the next Forum 
for the 21" Century, to be 
held on March 28 at State 
Street Bank's Franklin Street 
Enterprise building. The 
topic is "Shaping the Social 
and Physical Character of 
Boston: The Role of City 
Planning." With all the 
changes being made to the 
face of Boston through the 
Big Dig and South Boston 
waterfront development, the 
forum will offer much-
needed discussion of the is-
sues of city planning. 
Scheduled to speak at the 
forum will be Rebecca 
Barnes, chief city planner for 
Boston; Larry Beasley, the di-
rector of planning in 
Vancouver, British Columbia; 
David DeSimone, vice presi-
dent of real estate develop-
ment for Pittsburgh Cultural 
T rust ; and architect J oan 
Goody, principal at Goody, 
Clancy and Associates. Curtis 
Davis, principal of ReBuildit 
Collaborative, D esign & City 
Redevelopment Manage-
ment, will be moderating. 
The Boston Globe and WBGH 
are the media partners for the 
event. 
This will be the seven-
teenth such UMass Boston-
sponsored forum since 1996. 
The Forum for the 21st Cen-
tury is designed to bring civic 
leaders and the general pub-
Lic outstanding speakers with 
exciting ideas about how to 
manage and take advantage of 
demographic and environ-
mental changes. Previous fo-
rums have examined topics 
such as: Boston's young lead-
ers, chatter and pilot schools, 
race, and the media. 
MacKenzie also cited his goal 
of improving relations between 
UMass Boston and its neighbors 
by engaging them in dialogue re-
garding campus projects such as 
the new campus center. In addi-
tion, he announced the creation of 
the CommunitylExternal Rela-
tions Council, chaired by Vice 
Chancellor Ed O'Malley, which is 
bringing together members of the 
university community who inter-
act with external constituencies. 
Noting both community and 
campus interest in the new cam-
C losin g his remarks, 
MacKenzie invited ques tions 
from the audience. None came, 
but the gesture was met with ap-
plause. Ray Forget of Biology 
remarked, "The chancellor seems 
very accessible. That's great." 
Third Annual Ice Cream Social 
Treats Employees 
Employees enj oyed bowls of Ben & J erry's ice cream at Human Resources' Third Annual Ice Cream Social, 
which was held on February 14 in the Clark Athletic Center. Chancellor David MacKenzie, Human 
Resource's Clare Poirier, and Continuing Education's J oe Lally were among the many who helped dish ice 
cnam to their fellow employees. Pictured here: Diane fIflsseur, External Relations, Marie Molloy, Facilities, 
Arlene Costello, Registrar, and Carolyn J oyce, Facilities. (photo by Harry Brett) 
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Dorchester's Father George Receives 
2001 Quinn Award 
Father George Carrigg of St. Christopher's 
Church 
"My goal is to try and 
build communities with 
people from all parts of the 
world," Carrigg said, in de-
scribing his years as an ad-
ministrator and spiritual 
leader at St. Christopher's 
Church. Arriving at the par-
ish prior to the busing crisis 
in the early 1970's, Father 
George has been credited as 
providing stability and guid-
ance for the neighborhood 
during that tumultuous time. 
He developed many of his 
community initiatives by cre-
ating programs for children, 
including the early childhood 
program at the Notre Dame 
Montessori School, in 1973. 
He worked to establish par-
by Leigh DuPuy 
Each year the Robert H. Quinn 
award is given to an individual who 
has displayed exemplary community 
leadership. At the fifteenth annual 
breakfast honoring the winner, to be 
held on March 21, UMass Boston 
will recognize Father George 
Carrigg, MSW, and his 31 years 
working to develop communities 
and leadership in the Harbor and 
Columbia Point neighborhoods. 
ish youth groups and provide 
scholarships for Montessori school 
graduates, and he helps run a yearly 
summer camp for over seventy chil-
dren from the ages of three to twelve 
years old. 
"I think you need to start offkids 
right," said Father George, "by pro-
viding educational experience for 
preschool children. My goal is to 
draw parents into participation in 
school with the children. The suc-
cess of the kids depends on interested 
parents." To help both children and 
parents, Father George created pa-
rental support groups, tutoring and 
mentoring programs, and leadership 
training programs. 
Father George is also known for 
his community thanksgiving din-
ners, attended by over 300 commu-
nity residents each year, and for the 
annual International Dilmer that 
honors the cultural backgrounds of 
residents from over 26 different 
countries. Sensitive to cultural dif-
ferences, Father George learned 
Spanish to celebrate Mass, counsel, 
and conduct outreach for residents 
from Puerto Rico, the Dominican 
Republic, Panama, Mexico, and 
other Latino countries. 
Father George celebrated the 
44cl1 anniversary of his ordination 
with his parish on February 18. 
"Longevity helps build communi-
ties," he commented. "I am very 
happy to receive the Qullm award 
for my work." 
The Quinn Award was estab-
lished in honor of Robert H. Qullm, 
whose record includes years as 
speaker of the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives, Massachusetts 
attorney general, and chair of the 
UMass Board of Trustees. 
Celebrating Women's History Month 
Join The Action: Initiatives for Mass 
Action for Women Audit Begin 
by Carol Hardy-Fanta 
The Mass Action for Women ciology professor and a Mashpee 
Audit is a collaborative project of Wampanoagwho has contributed to 
UMass Boston's Center for Women 
in Politics and Public Policy 
(CWPPP) and Mass Action for 
Women, a Massachusetts women's 
organization formed in 1996 as a 
response to the Fourth World Con-
ference held in Beijing. A diverse 
group of women from UMass Bos-
ton, Mass Action for Women, and 
communities around the state have 
been worklllg together to generate 
dialogue that transcends dle barri-
ers of race and ethnicity, class, ge-
the project since its inception; Carol 
Cardozo, research associate with 
CWPPP; Shelly Harter and 
Claudine Guerrier, graduates of the 
CWPPP's Program for Women ill 
Politics and Government; and Carol 
Hardy-Fanta, former research direc-
tor of the CWPPP. 
The goal for the day was to take 
what we have learned and select a 
"burning issue" that reflects the gaps 
and concerns of women and girls in 
the state. The group would then 
woman be appointed to the Massa-
chusetts Women's Commission and 
setting up a meeting of the Cape 
Cod Women's Action Committee 
with the WampanoagTribal COW1-
cil for Women and Children. 
Women from Western Massa-
chusetts decided to support the de-
velopment of a sense of collective 
voice among, between young 
women, older women, and low-in-
come women, and to strengthen 
connections by establishing two or 
three intergenerational groups 
which will engage in facilitated dis-
ography, age, and sexual orientation. decide on a plan of action to bring cussion over a 10-12 week period. 
Their goal is to conduct participa- about change on that issue locally, Women in Southeastern Mas-
tory action research on the status of 
women and girls in Massachusetts. 
On Jan. 27, after two years of 
dialogue and research about both 
the strengths and contributions of 
women and girls, as well as about 
gaps and concerns, women came 
together in Westborough for a full-
day retreat. 
Many women from the univer-
sity conununity were among those 
attendlllg, includillg Tess Browne, 
who is the project's statewide orga-
nizing coordinator; Anne Fox, a so-
regionally, and/or statewide. 
Women in Greater Boston 
planned to start by creating hand-
outs on resources and training for 
women on affordable housillg and 
by piloting technical assistance 
workshops (a "Big Sister" approach) 
for women. Women from Cape 
Cod decided that they wanted to de-
velop relationship with the Massa-
chusetts Women's Commission and 
have a public hearing on Cape Cod. 
They discussed exploring the possi-
bility of having a Wampanoag 
4 • IHf UNIHRSIIY RfPORlfR 
sachusetts wanted to focus on finan-
cial security. They plan to develop 
and ilnplement topical workshops 
on practical economics for women 
that can be "suitcased." 
For more illformation about any 
of the above Join the Action initia-
tives, please contact Tess Browne at 
7-5569 or bye-mail at 
tess.browne@umb.edu. 
Carol Hardy-Fanta of the Center 
for Women in Politics directs the 
Mass Action for Women Audit. 
Financial Aid Adopts PowerFAIDS 
as a Best Practice 
by Teresa Jardon 
January 2000 brought a 
highly anticipated and much 
needed change to the Finan-
cialAid Services Office (FAS). 
For years FAS had muddled 
through with a legacy soft-
ware system, but regular and 
complex changes in US Fed-
eral Department of Educa-
tion regulations illuminated 
the need for a more powerful 
system. The FAS staff sug-
gested PowerFAIDS as an al-
ternative to the legacy system 
so the administration of aid 
could be expedited more ef-
ficiently. 
PowerFAIDS is a power-
ful software program de-
signed, marketed, and sup-
ported by the College Board. 
It is a windows-based system, 
which allows staff to become 
comfortable with it quickly. 
Basic navigational training is 
millimized, and staff can eas-
ily become acclimated. 
PowerFAIDS allows ex-
portation of files in a variety 
of formats, which in turn al-
lows for quick and easy data 
exchange with a number of 
offices on campus. Another 
benefit is the ability to cus-
tomize letters quickly and 
easily. We can also send e-
mail, thus saving time and 
money. In addition, 
PowerFAIDS can track the 
times, dates, and types of 
communication with stu-
dents. 
Generating reports in the 
old legacy system was diffi-
cult, and time-consuming, 
and required specific knowl-
edge of the system. More-
over, report writing was un-
derstood by a linUted number 
of staff. PowerFAIDS is so 
simple to use that report writ-
ing is no longer an arduous 
task. PowerFAIDS gives the 
FAS staff the ability to re-
trieve data from over 200 in-
dividual fields. 
Year-end reports to the US 
Department of Education will 
no longer be a 30-to-60 day la-
bor-intensive process. At the 
end of each fiscal year, FAS is 
required to complete a Fiscal 
Operations Report and Appli-
cation to Participate (FISAP) 
detailing how and to whom fi-
nancial aid was disbursed. 
PowerFAIDS includes an excel-
lent reporting tool that can pro-
vide year-end reports in the 
same detail as required by the 
FISAP yet more quickly than 
the old software could. 
PowerFAIDS is used na-
tionwide at over 500 colleges 
and universities. Thus UMass 
Boston can attract and retam 
highly qualified, experienced, 
and knowledgeable staff who 
require a minilnum amowlt of 
training. This also gives us ac-
cess to other users for advice 
and problem-solving. 
PowerFAIDS has enhanced the 
staff's ability to counsel students 
because it provides detailed 
tracking of forms, allows faster 
updates ofinformation, and dis-
plays the 10a11 history of each 
student. 
In addition, PowerFAIDS 
allows FAS to give more time 
to training professional and 
support staff members. FAS 
permits more focus on cus-
tomer service and professional 
services because of its increased 
integrity. Although 
PowerFAIDS has been in op-
eration at UMass Boston only 
nine months, the staff is increas-
ingly satisfied with the system. 
This column is a part of a 
continuing monthly series 
featuring Best Practices 
at UMass Boston. 
Interested in highlighting your 
best practices? Submit your 
ideas to Leigh DuPuy at 
newS®umb.edu 
Black Aviators: 
Flying Free 
Tune into The History Channel on 
Saturday, March 3, atIO:OO p.m. , for its 
documentary on black aviators. 
Research by UMass Boston's Philip 
Hart on his great-uncle James H erman 
Banning, one of the first black aviators 
in the U.S., is featured in the program. 
SPOTLIGHTS 
The book jacket for the recently published Hope & Glory: 
Essays on the Legacy of the 54th Massachusetts 
Regiment 
• 
Hope& G/oryReceives Glowing 
Review 
The memory of the 54th Mas-
sachusetts regiment, the first all-
black infantry, led by Robert 
Gould Shaw, has been celebrated 
in many ways. Many Bostonians 
and historians know the bronze 
bas-relief monument in Boston 
Common created by Augustus 
Saint-Gaud ens depicting the regi-
ment. The unit has been an in-
spiration for the Robert Lowell 
poem For the Union Dead and for 
the popular movie Glory. In a 
February 6 book review for the 
Boston Globe, Michael Kenney 
writes, "The Monument-and the 
ideals - have now been com-
memorated in a richly rewarding 
series of 15 essays." 
Kenney is referring to the col-
lection Hope &- Glory: Essays on the 
Legacy of the 541" Massachusetts 
Regiment, which is edited by Mar-
tin H. Blatt, Thomas J. Brown, 
and Donald Yacovone. Published 
by the University of Massachu-
setts Press in December 2000, the 
book examines the lasting influ-
ence of the most famous black 
military unit of the Civil War. 
The book's essayists cover these 
influences from the mid-nine-
teenth century to the present. It 
includes contributions from 
Stephen Belyea, David W Blight, 
Thomas Cripps, Kathryn 
Greenthal, James Oliver Horton, 
Edwin S. Redkey, Marilyn 
Richardson, Kirk Savage, James 
Smethurst, Cathy Stanton, Helen 
Vendler, Denise Von Glahn, and 
Joan Waugh. U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell provided the 
forward for the book, describing 
the influences of the 54th regiment 
on his own career. 
Paul Wright, of the Boston 
office of the University of Mas-
sachusetts Press, was the sponsor-
ing editor of the book and has 
pointed out the many ties the 
work has to UMass Boston. Most 
notably, the 54th regiment was 
the subject of a 1997 symposium 
sponsored by UMass Boston and 
inspired partly by the work of the 
late Edwin Gittleman, who was an 
expert on the topic. 
The favorable review by the 
Globe could be best summarized 
by its banner headline, which 
read, '''Hope' honors regiments 
legacy." 
• 
Betsy Santiago Wins Boston 
Neighborhood Fellowship 
Betsy Santiago, a research as-
sistant witll the McCormack In-
stitute of Public Affairs, has been 
chosen as a Boston Neighbor-
hood Fellow. The Boston Neigh-
borhood Fellows Program pro-
vides recognition and direct fi-
nancial support to individuals of 
creativity, vision, and leadership 
who work in community service 
in Greater Boston. The program, 
founded in 1991, honors six indi-
viduals annually who receive di-
rect grants of $30,000 over a 
three-year period. An anony-
mous donor funds the program. 
Nominations to the Boston 
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Neighborhood Fellows Program 
are made by a group of "spotters," 
individuals representing diverse 
parts of the Boston community. 
The spotters identify individuals 
who, by virtue of their leadership 
and service in Boston neighbor-
hoods, qualify for this award. 
Santiago, a former homeless 
mother, was chosen for her commit-
ment to researching the life circum-
stances of other destitute families. 
• 
Women in Music at WUMB 
Radio 
Elizabeth Robson, Mental Health/Counseling Program 
• 
UMass Boston Remembers 
WUMB 91.9 FM recently took Elizabeth Robson 
ents and colleagues through her 
willingness to be engaged, to ac-
tively practice what she believed, 
and to "go the extra mile." 
over the production and taping of 
Women in Music, a nationally syn-
dicated public radio show mat fea-
tures an eclectic mix of female mu-
sicians. The program, which re-
cently celebrated its four-year an-
niversary in October, has aired on 
WUMB for the last two years . 
The hour-long program features 
multicultural groups of female art-
ists working independently or in 
female-fronted bands. The show 
also airs specials for holidays such 
as Black History Month and 
Women's History Month. This is 
the first national program that 
WUMB has produced. Women in 
Music can be heard on more than 
90 national affiliates throughout 
the US. WUMB itself airs the pro-
gram on Fridays at 5:00 a.m. and 
again at 8:00 p.m. 
• 
UMass Boston Hosts Daffodil 
Days March 27 - 29 
From Tuesday, March 27, 
through Friday, March 29, UMass 
Boston will be selling daffodils as 
a part of the American Cancer 
Society's Daffodil Days fundraiser. 
The flowers will be sold on the up-
per level of the Quinn Administra-
tion building and in front of the 
cafeterias in McCormack and 
Wheatley from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Those interested can buy 
daffodil bouquets for $6, and vases 
for an additional $5. All proceeds 
from the sale go to the American 
Cancer Society. Having raised 
more money with each year it par-
ticipates, UMass Boston hopes its 
third year will surpass the $1,000 
the university raised in 2000. Vol-
unteers are needed to help sell the 
daffodils, and all interested can 
contact Clare Poirier at 7 -5189. 
Elizabeth Robson, a longtime 
staff clinical social worker in the 
Mental Health/Counseling Pro-
gram of University Health Ser-
vices, passed away in her home on 
January 27. Robson had been a 
full-time counselor for the univer-
sity since 1987. She quickly es-
tablished herself as an empamic 
and involved clinician who was al-
ways available and an advocate for 
all who came to see her. She 
strongly promoted awareness of 
community resources both within 
and outside the university and 
consistently volunteered for emer-
gencies and crisis intervention. 
VVitll the development of a col-
laborative training program with 
the Graduate Clinical Psychology 
Program, Robson supervised uni-
versity graduate students and so-
cial work interns from Boston 
University. She also took courses 
in the Sociology Deparbnent to-
ward a certificate in alcohol and 
substance abuse, and was particu-
larly proud of being on the com-
mittee that brought the AIDS 
quilt to campus in April 1998. 
Robson entered tlle University 
of Chicago at the age of 15 and, 
at 19, the S:olumbia University 
School of Social Work, where she 
earned a master's degree in social 
work. Following work in Chi-
cago pursuing interests in 
women's issues and social advo-
cacy, Robson came to the Boston 
area in 1972. She taught at 
Goddard College and later at 
Norwich University as an adjunct 
faculty member. She designed 
and led workshops on child and 
sexual abuse, feminist ilierapy, 
assertiveness, and social welfare 
services, and coaumored me 1980 
book Getting Help: A Women's 
Guide to Therapy. 
Elizabeth Robson had a pro-
found effect on many of her cli-
Labor Resource Center Receives 
Over $75.000 in Grants 
The Labor Resource Center 
(LRC), located at the College of 
Public and Community Service, 
recently was awarded over $75,000 
in three grants for its research and 
educational programs. The LRC 
received $60,143 from the Case 
and Ford Foundations for research 
through a subgrant with the Insti-
tute for Women's Policy Research 
(IWPR). Randy Albelda of the 
Economics Depamnentwill be di-
recting the project, "Estimating 
the Costs of Paid Family and 
Medical Leave." The study 
complements an earlier research 
and policy report issued by the 
LRC and coautllored by Randy 
Albelda and Tiffany Manuel, "Fill-
ing the Work and Family Gap." 
The LRC and IWPR jointly will 
disseminate these research find-
ings to a national audience of 
policymakers and advocacy orga-
nizations. 
In addition, Jim Green, an 
LRC academic coordinator, re-
ceived $16,000 from Links in Soli-
daritywith Labor, funds which will 
enable the LRC to pilot a teacher-
training program designed to fa-
cilitate inclusion of labor studies 
in Massachusetts high schools. 
Finally, Mary J 0 Connelly, 
LRC research coordinator, and Pat 
Reeve, LRC director, are recipi-
ents of a public service endowment 
grant for $3,5000. The funding 
will enable Connelly to replicate 
the Jobs Toolkit Economic Analy-
sis Project, a hands-on training in 
strategic economic analysis for 
community and labor organiza-
tions. 
March Spotlights were written by 
Leigh DuPuy, Erika McCarthy, 
Pat Reeve, and Alan Sieber. 
CAMP U S NOT E S 
Conference, Panels, and 
Presentations 
CM Assistant Professor of Accounting 
James Bierstaker, in association 
with Arnold Wright, presented "The 
Interaction Between Auditor's Risk 
Perceptions and Partner Pressure on 
Audit Program Planning" at the 2001 
Auditing Section 25th Anniversary 
Celebratory Midyear Conference, held 
in Houston in January. 
Pamela Jones, associate professor 
of art history, delivered the keynote 
address, "The Recent Study of Art and 
Catholicism in Late-Cinquecento and 
Seicento Rome," at the annual 
meeting of the Rena issance Society of 
America at the Art Institute of Chicago 
on March 31. 
In January, College of Public and 
Community Service Professor Herman 
Hemingway gave an invited lecture 
at the University of San Lou is in San 
Lou is, Senegal. His topic was "Martin 
Luther King Jr.: An Approach to 
Conflict Resolution through Non-
Violence." He also lectured on civil 
rights in the U.S. at Suffolk University 
Extension in Dakar, Senagal. 
CM Associate Professor and Chair of 
the Department of Management and 
Marketing Michael Novak wi ll 
present "Will Vinton Studios: The 
Coll ision of Creativity and Commerce" 
at the International Business 
Education Conference in March in 
Cancun, Mexico. Another paper, 
"Appl ication Papers for Learning and 
Assessment in Organizational Behavior 
Courses:' wi II be presented at the 
Appl ied Business Research Conference 
in March, also in Cancun. 
Charles Meyers and the Appl ied 
Lingu istics Program are hosting "The 
Third North American Symposium on 
Corpus Linguistics and Language 
Teaching" at the Park Plaza Hotel , 
March 23 - 25. The internationa l 
conference is sponsored by the 
American Association for Applied 
Corpus Linguistics. 
Elizabeth Sherman, McCormack 
Institute, and her husband Mickey 
Edwards, former congressman from 
Oklahoma and Kennedy School 
professor, wi II be the keynote speakers 
at the UMass Alumni Weekend in 
Naples, Florida, on March 3. They will 
discuss the national election, its 
implications for both parties, and the 
needed reforms to the electoral 
system. 
On January 12, Vicky Steinitz, CPCS, 
copresented "Solidarity Work: 
Researchers in the Strugg le for Social 
Justice:' the keynote address at the 
14th Annual QUIG Conference on 
Interdisciplinary Qual itative Studies, at 
the University of Georgia. 
Dennis J, Stevens, CPCS, will be 
delivering three papers, "Case Studies 
in Community Policing:' "Three 
Generations of Incarcerated Sexual 
Offenders," and "Civi l Liabil ities and 
Arrest Decisions" at the annual 
conference of the Academy of Criminal 
Justice Sciences, in Washington DC in 
April. In addition, Dorchester's police 
commander, Captain Robert Dunford, 
has asked Stevens to sit on his 
Neighborhood Action Council , which 
reviews police and community 
matters. 
John Warner, Chemistry Department. 
has been invited to give plenary 
lectures at the Japan Cata lysis and 
Fine Chemicals conference and 
workshop in Tokyo in March. His 
research was featured in the article 
"Green Chemistry at the University of 
Massachusetts Boston" written by the 
Japan Chemical Innovation Institute, 
and in Chemistry in Britain, which 
featured an item on Warner's work 
using DNA to make matBfials 
important to the computer and 
el ectronics industry. 
College of Public and Community 
Service Professor Asgedet Stefanos 
spent the winter break in Eritrea 
consulting on a project to establ ish a 
train ing center called "Women and 
Justice : Educational Skill Develop-
ment Institute" that would help 
women from six ethnic groups to 
pursue a career in the justice system 
within Eritrea. 
Ajume H. Wingo, ph ilosophy 
professor and sen ior fellow at the 
McCormack Institute, participated in 
the Conference on the Advancement of 
Improvement in Teaching at UMass 
Boston on January 27,2001. His 
presentation was tit led "Chinua 
Achebe and Teaching Ethics. " Wingo 
visited the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison in February to deliver two 
presentations: "Why We Dance: 
Esthetics in African Dancing," to the 
Da nce Department. and "Living 
Legitimacy: A New Approach to Good 
Government in Africa:' to the African 
Studies Program. 
Publications 
Deborah Brome, Psychology, has 
published two articles in the Journal 
of Black Psychology, "An Examination 
of Spirituality as a Protective Factor 
Among African American Women in 
Recovery from Substance Abuse" and 
"The Contribution of Africentric Values 
and Racial Identity to the Prediction of 
Drug Knowledge, AttitUdes, and Use 
Among African American Adoles-
cents." 
Dick Cluster, Academic Support and 
Honors Programs, has published 
several new translations of Cuban 
short fiction. His translations of 
stories by Havana writer Antonio Jose 
Ponte appear in In the Cold of the 
Malecon and Other Stories and by the 
Cuban-American writer Sonia Rivera-
Valdes in Forbidden Stories of Marta 
Veneranda. 
The recently published second edition 
of the New Grove Dictionary of Music 
and Musicians contains over a dozen 
articles by Joseph Dyer, Music 
Department. on liturgical chant topics 
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and music theory in the Middle Ages. 
His essay "Roman Catholic Church 
Music" is one of the most extensive 
articles in the 29-volume Dictionary. 
Several of his articles have already 
appeared in the comparable German-
language encyclopedia, Die Musik in 
Geschichte und Gegenwart. 
Joel Gerwein, a Ph.D. student in the 
Environmental Biology Track of the 
Environmental Sciences program, 
published "Forests As Providers of 
Ecosystem Services" in Conservation 
Perspectives, Winter 2001 (an e-
publication of the Massachusetts 
Society for Conservation Biology). His 
article focuses on privately-owned 
forests in Massachusetts, and he 
eva luates the mechanisms for 
correcting inefficiencies in land 
development and their effectiveness. 
Stephanie Hartwell, assistant 
professor of sociology, published an 
essay, "An Examination of Racial 
Differences Among Mentally III 
Offenders in Massachusetts," in 
Psychiatric Services in February. 
Hanging Loose, the literary magazine 
and press, celebrated its 35th 
anniversary on January 29 at the 
National Arts Club in Manhattan. 
Dick Lourie, Publications, Mark 
Pawlak, director of academic 
support, and retired Engl ish professor 
Ron Schreiber were honored guests. 
The th ree, along with another 
colleague, are coeditors and pub lish-
ers of the magazine, which has more 
than 100 titles in print. 
Applied Lingu isitics' Donaldo 
Macedo, with Lilia Bartolome, 
College of Education, recently 
published A Educacao No Seculo with 
Artes Medicas Sui LTDA. 
David Patterson, Music Department. 
has published "Beaver Moon" for 
Native American flute and percussion 
(bell, drum, notched stick, and bull-
roarer) with J-P Publications, Colorado 
Springs. 
Gopal Rao, Physics Department. and 
his group published "Processing of 
Medical Images Using Real-Time 
Optical Fourier Processing" in the 
Journal of Medical Physics in January. 
The paper outlines an analog optical 
interactive technique for cancer 
diagnostics and the possibility of 
developing a low-cost. portable, 
battery-operated instrument. UMass 
Boston's Office of Commercial 
Ventures and Intellectual Property is 
negotiating with companies to market 
the instrument. 
Jean Rhodes, Psychology, has had 
her book Older and Wiser: Risks and 
Rewards in Youth Mentoring accepted 
for a spring publication by Harvard 
University Press. 
Russell Schutt, professor of 
socio logy, wi ll publish Research 
Methods for Criminology and Criminal 
Justice with coauthor Ronet Bachman 
with Pine Forges Press Publication. 
Also, the th ird edi tion of Schutt's 
research methods book, Investigating 
the Social World ,has been published. 
Dennis J. Stevens, CPCS, will 
publish his article "Civil Liabilities and 
Selective Enforcement" in the March 
issue of Law and Order. The journal 
also has accepted "The Elton Savory 
Murder Investigation:' an article 
written by Stevens and Sgt. Roy 
Chambers, a member of the Boston 
Police Department and a CPCS 
student. Also, Community Policing 
Consortium has published Stevens' 
and cowriter Capt. Michael F. 
Masterson's article "Measuring 
Community Policing at Madison Police 
Department." 
CM Assistant Professor of Manage-
ment Sci ence and Information Systems 
Peter Tarasewich has an artic le 
forthcoming in the Quarterly Journal of 
Electronic Commerce. "Aesthetics and 
Web Site Design" was coauthored 
with Haro ld Daniel and Hampton 
Griffin of the University of Maine. 
Xuchen Wang, Environmental. 
Coastal and Ocean Sciences Depart-
ment. recent ly published " Radiocar-
bon and stable carbon isotope 
compositions of organic compound 
classes in sediments from the NE 
Pacific and Southern Oceans" in 
Marine Chemistry. 
Researchers at the Center for Social 
PolicV have recently released a study 
"Homeless Management Information 
Systems: An In-Depth Look", which is 
a tool for communiti es looking to 
upgrade or implement such systems. 
The report reviews several leading 
software products, analyzes costs 
associated with operating them, and 
reviews the data elements collected 
by avai lable software products. 
Research and Grants 
Bob Bowen of the ECOS department 
was honored with an "Outstanding 
Achievement Award in Teaching" for 
academic years 1999-2000, which was 
announced Dec 28, 2000 by Christine 
Armett-Kibel. dean, CAS Science 
FaCUlty. 
CM Assistant Professor of Manage-
ment Science and Information Systems 
Pratyush Bharati has received a 
Public Service Endowment Grant for 
his research on "Assimilation of 
Internet Based Technologies in Small 
and Medium Sized Manufacturers." 
Carol L. Cardozo and Lisa K. 
Sussman, research associates at the 
Center for Women in Politics and 
Public Policy, have completed a study 
of the mental health needs of women 
who are in transition from we lfare to 
work. The research analyzes the 
literature and reviews severa l 
programs across the country designed 
to meet the complex needs of this 
population. It will be available in 
March. 
David Giessow, adjunct professor of 
voice in the Music Department, 
received a grant from the Somervi lle 
Arts Council and the Massachusetts 
Cu ltu ra l Counci l to serve as an artist in 
residence at Somerville High School. 
He will coach the choral conductor 
and work with students in the high 
school chorus during the 2001 
semesters. 
College of Public and Community 
Service and Latino Studies Professor 
Ramona Hernandez, and her co-
principal investigator, Silvio Torres-
Saillant. director of the CUNY 
Dominican Studies Institute at the City 
College of New York, have been 
awarded $76,000 by the Rockefeller 
Foundation for a major transnational 
conference entitled "Up from the 
Margins: Diversity as a Challenge of 
the Democratic Nation." 
Seth Minkoff of the Department of 
Hispanic Studies/Latin American 
Studies Program has been awarded 
the Endowed Faculty Career Develop-
ment Award for his proposal on 
"Syntax and Epistemology in 
Guatemalan Span ish:' which explores 
his ongoing research into relationships 
between language and epistemology. 
The Endowed Faculty Career 
Development Fund was establ ished by 
UMass Boston 's retired faculty 
members; the award was distributed 
by the Awards Committee. 
The Center for Immigrant and Refugee 
Community Leadership and Empower-
ment (CIRCLE) and the College of 
Public and Community Service have 
rece ived $18,000 in funding from the 
Massachusetts Campus Compact for a 
community-based research project 
(ACE, Accessing College Education) 
that will explore the barriers 
immigrants face in accessing higher 
education. Further funding of $33,000 
will be ava ilable to extend this one-
year project over a three-year period. 
Sarah Bartlett and Elaine Ward are 
co-principa l investigators. 
The Center for Social Policy has 
received a 2001 Public Service 
Endowment grant from the University 
for Reality Check! Family Support 
Network in Massachusetts. The 
$3,500 grant will be used to dissemi-
nate findin(ls from three recent CSP 
studies on the challenges emergency 
service providers face in their 
struggles to respond to the needs of 
families. 
Appointments and Honors 
The McCormack Institute's Center for 
Women in Politics and Public Policy 
will be undergoing a change in 
leadership. Former director Elizabeth 
Sherman has stepped down to 
devote more time to writing and 
teaching. Ann Froines, Women's 
Studies Program, and Catherine 
Lynde, chair of the Department of 
Economics, will serve as interim co-
directors of the Center for the spring 
semester and serve as a transi tion to 
the new Center leadership. 
Campus Notes (cont) 
In a ceremony attended by 1.200 
people in New York City. Professor 
Ramona Hernandez, CPCS and 
Latino Studies. was the recipient of 
the prestigious Medal of Our Lady of 
Altagracia. acknowledging her 
extensive professional service to the 
Dominican community. In the 13 
years that this award has been 
given. Herandez is the youngest 
recipient and one of the few not a 
member of the Catholic clergy. 
CM Associate Professor of 
Marketing Raymond Liu has 
received a Fulbright Award to give 
lectures and conduct research at 
Tsinghua University in China. He has 
also been named to Whos Who 
Among Americas Teachers. an 
accolade for which he was 
nominated by a former student. 
Births 
CM Assistant Professor of Account-
ing Susan Machuga is the proud 
mother of her second child and first 
son. Nicholas. 
In the News 
Bob Chen. associate professor in 
the Environmental. Coastal and 
Ocean Sciences Department. and his 
research on seawater caffeine levels 
were featured in a Boston Globe 
article on January 20. 
Dana Marek. UMass Boston 
sophomore and Beacon hockey 
player. has been the focus of a 
number of media stories for ABGs 
Good Morning America. NBGs 
Today. Sports Illustrated. The Boston 
Globe. WBZ WGVB. WHDH. and 
WLVI. 
David Matz director of the Dispute 
Resolution Programs. was inter-
viewed on WBUR on February 5 to 
discuss the five-year process of 
bringing together leaders of the pro 
and anti abortion campa igns for 
extensive dialog. 
Elizabeth Sherman. McCormack 
Institute. was quoted in the New 
York Times on February 15. 
commenting on Lieutenant Governor 
Jane Swift·s need to balance family 
and career in light of her expected 
appointment to Governor when Paul 
Cellucci is confirmed as ambassador 
to Canada. 
Tony Van Der Meer. Africana 
Studies. was quoted in the Boston 
Sunday Globe article "Black Artists 
Bridge Divide:' on January 28. 
Chen Research (cont.) 
ECOShuttie is versatile enough to 
measure organic carbon, for ex-
ample, in three dimensions six 
times a second. It's not versatile 
enough for shallow estuaries, but 
a new mini-shuttle will soon an-
swer this need. 
Such teclmology is supporting 
a number of major studies. One 
deals with endocrine disruptors, 
which alter growth and develop-
ment or reproductive success. For 
example, says Chen, "if juvenile 
male rainbow trout are caged in 
the River Thames, they become 
feminized because of chemicals in 
the water." Endocrine disruptors, 
says Chen, "may be the next wave 
of contaminants the EPA has to 
look at. There may be 40,000 con-
taminants that disrupt endocrine 
systems at some level." 
Together with Ana Soto of 
Tufts Medical School, Chen will 
be using an MIT Sea Grant to ana-
lyze endocrine disruptors in Mas-
sachusetts Bay. Soto has developed 
a bioassay that uses human breast 
cancer cells to detect substances 
that may affect humans and other 
organisms. The bioassay is ex-
traordinarily sensitive to estro-
genic activity but does not iden-
tify individual substances; Chen 
and his associates will analyze sew-
age and seawater samples that have 
shown high rates of activity, and 
identify its sources. 
Another substance often found 
in coastal waters is caffeine. "If you 
find caffeine," says Chen, "you 
might find other things-pesti-
cides, pharmaceuticals, human 
pathogens, other sewage-derived 
contaminants." Caffeine is also 
much easier to measure than these 
dangerous substances, and Chen is 
therefore exploring its relation-
ships with them. 
Yet another project is a study 
of colored organic carbon in estu-
aries, funded by the Office ofNa-
val Research. "The Navy's inter-
ested," says Chen, "because they 
want to know all about the optical 
properties of water," which affect 
surveillance of underwater activity 
from space. But the study has 
other applications too. "We're 
burning fossil fuels and increasing 
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greenhouse warming," says Chen. 
Much of the burnt matter has been 
traced, but scientists puzzle over a 
"missing sink" of atmospheric car-
bon dioxide. "No one knows 
where it's going. And to know 
where it's going is critical to pre-
dicting what's going to happen as 
COl increases." Chen will pursue 
the possibility that some of the 
"missing sink" is dissolved organic 
carbon in the coastal ocean. 
And soon, Chen hopes, the 
National Science Foundation will 
fund a new proposal for support-
ing thirty graduate students in 
work on recovering coastal ecosys-
tems, of which Boston Harbor it-
se lf is a remarkable example. 
These " healing" ecosystems 
present unique problems for sci-
ence, since no one has seen their 
like before. About half of the stu-
dents would be based at UMass 
Boston, while others would study 
at other UMass campuses or at 
Florida A&M University, a part-
ner institution. Their presence 
would generate an abundance of 
new research activi ty, and they 
themselves would become the 
"next generation of scientists" to 
oversee the recovering ecosystems. 
Chen speaks with pleasure of 
the ECOS department, which he 
joined in 1993. He admires his 
colleagues' work in environmen-
tal science and policy-they're 
"very good at it"-and he enjoys 
the environment in his depart-
ment. "What has kept me here," 
he says, "is that we're a very close-
knit group. We actually coUabo-
rate! We have lunch together, we 
talk together, we share ideas-and 
we're growing now. These are ex-
citing times." 
Who's Who Students (cont.) 
tice," said public policy doctoral 
student Mary Spooner, who com-
pleted the research project 
"Women Under Subjection of the 
Law: A Study of the Legal Re-
sponses to Women's Abuse in the 
English-Speaking Caribbean ." 
This is the first study of intimate 
partner abuse in the English-
speaking Caribbean, according to 
Professor Carole Upshur. 
Spooner said, "This is recognition 
for aU the hard work." 
Human performance and fit-
ness student Greg Cloutier agreed, 
"It's an acknowledgment of your 
hard work and dedication." 
Cloutier already has coauthored a 
published article, "Pilot Study on 
the Effects of Resistance Training 
on Individuals with HIV." 
Cloutier added that the recogni-
tion will help other students find 
role models. 
"It will help others see what 
students can do," agreed Philip 
Mugo, who contributes to the 
Center for Improvement ofT each-
ing, representing the student body. 
A member of the Aftican Student 
Association, Mugo has had expe-
riences in Kenya working with the 
Family Support Institute, the In-
stitute for Education in Democ-
racy, and the Shelter for Women 
of Kenya. 
Judith Diaz, another interna-
tional student, came to UMass 
Boston as a political refugee. She 
fled persecution in her native 
Cuba for "bringing bread to po-
litical prisoners." She said, "I was 
expeUed ftom medical school in 
Cuba for political reasons. I was 
terribly humiliated, but I am here 
now, studying biology, pursuing 
my dream of becoming a doctor." 
She looks forward to applying to 
medical school soon. 
Like Diaz, each of the named 
students has a unique story. For 
Collis Brown, a nighttime toll-
taker for the Massachusetts Turn-
pike, a chance meeting with Uni-
versity President William Bulger 
led to his return to college. Rec-
ognizing the president, Brown 
struck up a conversation. "He en-
couraged me to go back to coUege, 
to apply at UMass Boston." 
Brown now continues to work 
nights to support his two children. 
Active in his church and commu-
nity, he was also named "Out-
standing Future Professional" by 
the Massachusetts Association for 
Health, Physical Education, Rec-
reation and Dance. 
TH[ UNIVfRSITY RfPDRTfR • 7 
March 2001 
Calendar of Events 
The Calendar of Events 
is published monthly by the 
Office of University Com-
munications. All events are 
open to the public and free, 
unless otherwise noted . 
From off campus dial (617) 
287 and the last four digits 
listed below each calendar 
event. 
Send submissions for the 
April calendar by March 15 
to Calendar of Events, Uni-
versity Communications, 
Quinn Administration 
Building, 3rd Floor. Fx: 
(617) 287-5305 . E-mail: 
news@umb.edu 
Thursday 1 
Learning Center Course L-9DD: 
Power Breakfast 
8:30 -10:30 a.m. , Learning Center, Healey 
Library, Lower Level. Mingle with the 
UMass Boston web community, enjoy re-
freshments, and share ideas about web 
development in a casual environment. Call 
7-3990 for more information. 
Genealogy Lecture Series: A 
Journey through TIme, Looking at 
Records that Can Help You Find Your 
Family Ancestral Home 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Massachusetts State Ar-
chives Meeting Room, Columbia Point. 
Featuring Janis P. Duffy, reference archi-
vist, Massachusetts State Archives. Ad-
mission and parking are free for all 
geneaology lectures. For more informa-
tion, ca ll the Commonwealth Museum at 
(617) 727-9268 
Friday 2 
Biology Department Seminar: 
uMiliennial-Scale Climate Instabil-
ity and Ocean Circulation during the 
Pleistocene Epoch" 
2:30 p.m., Science Center, l SI Floor, Room 
6. Featuring Maureen Raymo, Dept. of 
Earth Sciences, Boston University. All are 
invited to attend. Call 7-6650 for more in-
formation. 
March 5 - 10 
Admissions On-The-Spot Week 
Appointments Tuesday through Thursday 
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Friday 10:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m., Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Appointments with admissions counselors, 
who will review a student's credentials and 
render a decision that day. Program is 
geared for the transfer population. For 
more information, ca ll 7-6000. 
Monday 
Environmental Studies Green Bag 
Seminar Series: Hazardous Waste 
Recycling at UMass Boston 
5 
2:30 - 3:20 p.m., Wheatley Hall , l SI Floor, 
Room 012. Featuring Zehra Schneider Gra-
ham, UMass Boston Hea lth and Safety 
Office. For more information, ca ll 7-7476. 
ECOS Dissertation Defense 
2:30 -4:00 p.m., Science Center, 1 st Floor, 
Room 006. Featuring Min Guo. "A Com-
parat ive Study of Nat ional Integrated 
Coasta l Area Management Systems." 
Tuesday 
Reading in the Bilingual/ESL 
Classroom Lecture Series 
6 
4:00 - 6:30 p.m., Wheatley, 2nd Floor, Room 
200. Featuring Barbara Flores, "Biliteracy 
and Competing Paradigms in Reading." For 
more information, ca ll 7-5760. 
Wednesday 
ECOS Seminar: "Oil Spill Injury 
Assessment in the Real World" 
7 
2:30 - 4:00 p.m., Science Center, 1 SI Floor, 
Room 6. Featuring David Page, Charles 
Weston Pickard Chair of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, Bowdoin College, Maine. For 
more information, call 7-7440. 
East Asian Studies Lecture Series: 
"Modernization vs. Westernization 
in East Asia" 
2:45 - 4:15 p.m., Healey Library, 8th floor, 
Provost's Conference Room. Professor 
Wing-kai To, Bridgewater State College, 
will discuss "Tradition, Modernity, and Glo-
balization in South China and Hong Kong. " 
WUMB Member Concert Featuring 
Christopher Williams 
7:30 p.m., Media Auditorium, Healey li-
brary. Seating limited. Call 7-6900 for res-
ervations. 
Thursday 
WUMB Special: International 
Women's Day 
8 
91.9 EM. An all-day celebration of Inter-
national Women's Day. Each hour on the 
half hour during Folk Radio and Urban Folk, 
WUMB wil l feature the work of a woman 
artist. 
Gerontology Institute Speaker 
Series: "Policy Considerations of 
Predicting Degenerative Diseases: 
Alzheimer's Disease as a Case 
Study" 
1 :00 - 2:15 p.m. , Wheatley, 4th Floor, Room 
147. Featuring Robert Green, Alzheimer's 
Disease Center, Boston University. 
Learning Center Course L-631 : 
Campus Initiatives - Investing in a 
Changing Market 
11 :00 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m., Learning Center, 
Hea ley Library, Lower Level. Designed for 
employees who are currently participating 
in an employer-sponsored retirement plan. 
Topics include sub-asset classes, portfo-
lio management, and fund comparisons. 
Call 7-3990 for more information. 
Genealogy Lecture Series: Boston 
Irish Heritage Trail 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Massachusetts State Ar-
chives Meeting Room, Columbia Point. 
Featuring Michael Quinlan, president, Bos-
ton Irish Tourism Association. For more 
information, call the Commonwealth Mu-
seum at 61 7.727.9268 
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Friday 9 
Biology Department Seminar 
2:30 p.m., Science Center, l SI Floor, Room 
6. Featuring Brian Rut ledge, Zoo New En-
gland. All are invited to attend. Call 7-6650 
for more information. 
Monday 12 
Learning Center Course L-90D: Web 
Workgroup 5-week Seminar 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Learning Center, 
Healey Library, Lower Level. Seminar de-
signed to help you create a departmental 
or a course web site, evaluate your con-
tent, and determine the look and structure 
of your site. Ca ll 7 -3990 for more informa-
tion. Also held in 2-week seminars on 
March 20, 21,22,27, and 29. 
Environmental Studies Green Bag 
Seminar Series: Citizen Steward-
ship of the Boston Harbor Cleanup 
2:30 - 3:20, Wheatley Hall , l SI Floor, Room 
012. Featuring Bruce Berman, Save the 
Harbor/Save the Bay. For more informa-
tion, call 7-7476. 
ECOS Seminar: "In-Situ Chemical 
Analyzer for Mapping Coastal 
Nutrient Distributions in RealTIme" 
2:30 - 4:00 p.m., Science Center, 1 SI Floor, 
Room 6. Featuring AI Hanson, president, 
Subchem Systems, Inc. For more informa-
tion, call 7-7440. 
Tuesday 
Reading in the Bilingual/ESL 
Classroom Lecture Series 
13 
4:00 - 6:30 p.m., Wheatley, 2nd Floor, Room 
200. "What is Reading?" Featuring Ken-
neth Goodman. For more information, call 
7-5760. 
Wednesday 14 
ECOS Seminar: "Developing 
Innovative Technology for 
Tomorrow's Coasts" 
2:30-4:00 p.m., Science Center, l SI Floor, 
Room 6. Featuring Dwight Trueblood, co-
director, NOAA, Estuarine Reserves Divi-
sion. For more information, call 7-7440. 
Thursday 15 
Gerontology Institute Speaker 
Series: "Social Security Reform in 
the United Kingdom" 
1 :00 - 2:30 p.m., Wheatley, 4th Floor, Room 
147. Featuring Professor John Williamson, 
Department of Sociology and Center for 
Retirement Research, Boston College. 
Genealogy Lecture Series: Preserv-
ing Family Photographs and Papers 
6:30 -8:00 p.m. , Massachusetts State Ar-
chives Meeting Room, Columbia Point. 
Featuring Jennifer Lyons, National Park 
Service, and Rick Stattler, Rhode Island 
Historical Society. Bring in your family 
photos or papers. For more information, 
call the Commonwealth Museum at 
617.727.9268 
Friday 16 
Biology Department Seminar: 
"Understanding the Role of Auxin in 
Arabidopsis Root System Develop-
ment" 
2:30 p.m., Science Center, 1 SI Floor, Room 
6. Featuring John Celenza, Boston Univer-
sity. All are invited to attend. Call 7-6650 
for more information. 
Tuesday 20 
Access to Excellence Conference 
Held at UMass Dartmouth. System-wide 
event for counselors throughout Massa-
chusetts, and parts of Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, and New York. Call UMass 
Dartmouth at 7-61 06 for detai ls and more 
information. (508) 999-8613 
College of Management Alumni 
Networking Get-Together 
5:30 -7:30 p.m., Bay Tower Room, 60 State 
Street, Boston. For more information con-
tact Maryellen Brett at 7 -7761 . 
Thursday 
Genealogy Lecture Series: Deer 
Island, A Look at the Irish Immi-
grants on Deer Island 
22 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Massachusetts State Ar-
chives Meeting Room, Columbia Point. 
Featuring John McColgan, Archivist, City 
of Boston. For more information, call the 
Commonwealth Museum at 617.727.9268 
Monday 26 
Environmental Studies Green Bag 
Seminar Series: Green Navy, Blue 
Water 
2:30 - 3:20 p.m., Wheatley Hall, l SI Floor, 
Room 012. Featuring Jack Looney, UMass 
Boston Geography Dept. For more informa-
tion, ca ll 7-7476. 
ECOS Seminar: "Marine Protected 
Areas: A Tool for Dealing with 
Multiple Interests in the Ocean 
Realm" 
2:30 - 4:00 p.m., Science Center, 1 SI Floor, 
Room 6. Featuring ECOS graduate student 
Tracey Morin with introduction by David 
Terkla. For more information, call 7-7440. 
Tuesday 
Reading in the Bilingual/ESL 
Classroom Lecture Series 
27 
4:00 - 6:30 p.m., Wheatley, 2nd Floor, Room 
200. Featu ring Lilia Bartolome, "The 
Misteaching of Academic Discourse to 
Second Language Speakers." For more in-
formation, call 7-5760. 
Wednesday 28 
ECOS Seminar: "Oil Spill In jury 
Assessment in the Real World." 
2:30 - 4:00 p.m., Science Center, 1 SI Floor, 
Room 6. Featuring Anne lie Skoog, assis-
tant professor of marine sciences, Univer-
sity of Connecticut/Groton. For more infor-
mation, call 7-7440. 
East Asian Studies Lecture Series: 
"Opportunities and Challenges the 
Stock Market in China is Facing in 
the New Millennium." 
2:45-4: 15 p.m., Healey Library, 8th Fl oor, 
Provost's Conference Room. Featuring Pro-
fessor Yunxian Chen, chairman and CEO 
of GF Securities in the People's Republic 
of China. 
Thursday 29 
Gerontology Institute Speaker 
Series: "Aging with Chronic Disease 
and Disability: Multiple Sclerosis" 
1 :00 -2:15 p.m., Wheatley, 4th Floor, Room 
147. Featuring Allison Gottlieb, Gerontol-
ogy Institute, UMass Boston. 
Genealogy Lecture Series: How to 
Approach Irish Genealogy on the 
Internet 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Massachusetts State 
Archives Meeting Room, Columbia Point. 
Featuring Dennis Ahern, family historian, 
Web Master, TIARA. Admission and park-
ing are free. For more information, call the 
Commonwealth Museum at617.727.9268 
Friday 30 
Biology Department Seminar: 
"Valuation of Forest from Consump-
tion and Sale of Goods: Comparative 
Evidence from Honduras and 
Bolivia" 
2:30 p.m., Science Center. l SI Floor, Room 
6. Featuring Ricardo Godoy, Brandeis Uni- _ 
versity. A\\ are invited to attend. Call 7-
6650 for more information. 
Miscellaneous: 
WUMB's Women in Music Cel-
ebrates Women's history 
91.9 FM. Fridays at 8:00 p.m. Join us for 
a Women's History Month celebration on 
Women in Music with host Laney 
Goodman. 
Family Alcoholism Series 
Seminars offered by Pride Program to pro-
vide insight into family alcohol problems. 
Attend "ACOA Support Group," Mondays, 
2:30 - 3:30 p.m.; "Recovery Support 
Group," Wednesdays, 2:30 - 3:30 p.m., 
"How to Help a Friend with an Alcohol! 
Drug Problem," Thursdays, 1 :30 -2:30 p.m. 
Beacon Fitness Center 
The Beacon Fitness Center's membership 
is free for all students and available for a 
small fee to faculty, staff, and alumni . 
Hours of operation: Monday and Wednes-
day, 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Tuesday and 
Thursday, 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Friday, 
6:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Saturday and Sun-
day, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Health Promotion Programs (7-5685): 
Offers programs in meditation, tai chi, 
yoga, studying smarter, weight manage-
ment support, smoking cessation, and 
AIDS awareness. Call 7-5685 or see on-
line ca lendar at www, www.umb.edu/ 
news_and_ events/umb_ calendar/ for 
more information and schedu le. 
